
THEOPHRASTUS' DE ELIGENDIS 
MAGIS TRA TIB US: 

VAT. GR. 2306, FRAGMENT B 

JOHN J. KEANEY and ANDREW SZEGEDY-MASZAK 

Princeton University and Wesleyan University 

The two oldest folia (bis rescripta) of Vat. Gr. 2306 (now a text of Strabo) 
contain longish fragments (A, B) of a work which dealt with political 
and legal antiquities of several Greek states. Although both fragments 
come from the same work, the contents of the folia are different, A 
treating judicial procedure, B the criteria for selection to office. The 
folia were never part of a single larger folium, and the disparity in 
their contents suggests that they were not originally contiguous. 

The editio princeps of the fragments with their attribution to Theo- 
phrastus was by Wolfgang Aly, who had been assisted in the tasks of 
decipherment and interpretation by Wilhelm Croenert. The only 
other edition is by Francesco Sbordone: this remains especially valuable 
for its linguistic commentary. 

Fragment B, which we treat here, has three columns on each side 
with 44 lines to a column. Although the fragment is incomplete at 
beginning and end, and illegible in many places, much of the content 
and progression of thought is clear. Thus, as was not the case with 
fragment A, the consensus of the interpreters of B is correct: it concerns 
the selection of magistrates, and the title which Aly gave to both 
fragments-de eligendis magistratibus-is at least correct for B. Aly 
and Sbordone put their emphasis on clarifying the text. We propose 
a somewhat wider treatment and attempt to view the text within the 
contexts of Aristotelian theory, fourth-century biography and con- 
temporary political institutions.I 

I For details of the manuscript see J. J. Keaney, "Theophrastus on Greek judicial 
Procedure," TAPA I04 (I974) I79-94. Frequent reference is made to Aly (Fragmentum 
Vaticanum de eligendis magistratibus = Studi e Testi Io4), Sbordone (PP 3 [1948] 269-90) 
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The Structure of Fragment B 

Except at lines 240 ff., where an important transitional passage is 
almost illegible, clear structural divisions are discernible. The 
structural key is that the contents of individual parts alternate between 
collective criteria for office and single criteria applied to single offices. 

Part I (lines 1-36) begins with the topic of empeiria in the strategia, 
and there follows a historical digression on the propriety of ousia as 
a criterion. This leads to the posing of a general question (II: lines 
36-42) on the proper criteria for office, in the order 

A aper'7 Kal rrXAOvrT 
B aper7 
C irAoviros 

In part III (42-59), each of these criteria is applied to a specific office, 
in chiastic order 

Cl ovata raL/uela 
BI S&Katoavvr voptovXAaKla 
A' aperrq Katl opq7yta arpar?7yla 

Empeiria is added to A', and the addition (because of the relationship 
between empeiria and phronesis) effects the transition to IV (59-88): 
this is a repetition and amplification of parts II and III: 

(II) apeTrj 
KrT?a'LS apKovaa 

Opov77aus 

(III) application of these criteria variously to offices in general, with 
the importance ofphronesis stressed. 

Part V (88-Io5) mentions other desirable qualities: 
7rmatrS (cf. 14) 

Vpdv71rLat Kat SEwvor7l 
ErjltEAeta Kat traodrrs 

None of the offices to which these qualities are relevant is specified (as 
they are in the parallel section, VI), nor are there institutional means (as 
there are in VI) by which these qualities may be acquired. We 
suggest that the more personal, innate character of these qualities is 

and R. P. Oliver (CP 45 [I950] 117-19). We are grateful to D. M. Lewis for sugges- 
tions recorded in the apparatus and to the Association's referee for helpful comments. 

[I976 228 



DE ELIGENDIS MAGISTRATIBUS" 

stressed, and that this is why the author emphasizes that the burden 
of selecting the most suitable candidates is put on the selectors them- 
selves (IOI-I05). 

Because of its length (I05-22I), part VI is doubtless the most impor- 
tant segment of the fragment. It makes explicit the distinction 
(already implied at 70-71) between lower (eAahrrovEs) and higher 
(LeiStoves, iE`ytcrrat) offices. The relationship between the two forms 
the substructure of the argument, which is that holders of higher 
office must have experience, whether this be gained by a man holding 
lower office first or by the association of younger with older men in 
the higher office. 

The rest of B (221-64) is too fragmentary to allow more than guesses 
about the nature of its contents.2 

The Aristotelian Background 
The truth of Cicero's statement (de fin. 1.6), Theophrastus mediocri- 

terne delectat, cum tractat locos ab Aristotele ante tractatos ?, is perhaps best 
illustrated in the relationship between B and a passage in the fifth book 
of the Politics. As part of his discussion on how oligarchies and de- 
mocracies are to be preserved, Aristotle recommends (I309A27-32) that 
certain perquisites be granted to the "opposition" in each type of 
government (the rich in democracy, the poor in oligarchy), but that 
these perquisites should not include the dpXat KvpLat rTs 7roAtrelas'. 
He continues (I309A33) tpla SE Trva XP7j EXetv TroVs eiMovvras aCpeIV 
TaS KVptaS apxaS', TrpTroV [LEV fLtAlav rrpos Trjv KaOecrcaUav 

vroXAtrEav, E7iEtra SVVaLLV /ieytarr7Tv rTcv Epyov riT7S apX7js, Tplrov 

iroAreltav (el yap L7 ravrov TO oLKaLOV Kara Toraas ras- woArTEtas, 

aVa'yKr Kal TTrs 8tKaloavv7, s EtvaLat SIaopas). ;XEl 8' aTrtOpav,3 orav 

IV) avJL/3alv TravTa 7ravTa 7TEpt rov avrov, TraS Xprq 77TTOLELCTai 

TvV atpecnv.4 The aporia may be summarized as follows. In the case 

2 It may be pointed out that any restoration which involves more than sixteen letters 
a line (as several of Aly's do) should be ruled out: the average length of a line is twelve 
to fourteen letters. 

3 Newman ad I309A39 points out that aporiai are rare in Book 5. In fact, they are 
found only in this chapter. 

4 Mutatis mutandis, the same qualities are desirable in a public speaker: cf. Rhet. 
2.I378A8 (phronesis, arete, eunoia). 
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of a strategos, on what basis is the choice to be made if candidate A 
has the second quality but lacks the first and third, while candidate B 
has the first and third but (by implication) lacks the second ? Aristotle's 
solution is that the person who possesses the rare quality is to be chosen. 
Thus, in a strategos, empeiria is to be ranked above arete': 'Aarrov yap 
arpar-qytas IsereXovacr, TrS 8' EcrrLELKEla r7TAEov. The opposite is 
true ev 8e bvXaKrlS Ka% ratLe[a (7TrXAovos yap aper7js 8eLrat 7q oaov 

OL TTroAAo EXOvatL, 7' 8EO E 7TL7ar)/Lr] KOLVT) TraaLt). 
This leads to a further aporia. If the first and second qualities 

co-exist, what need is there of the third, since the first two will effect 
ra aUvLOqEpovTa? The passage then shifts directions and goes on to 

topics which have nothing to do with the original aporia. 
The differences between the two passages reflect their contexts. 

Aristotle mentions StKactoavvr rTrpo rjqv 7roAtretav because he is talking 
about two specific forms of 7roALretat, oligarchy and democracy: he 
fails to discuss wealth as a criterion for office because wealth is a defining 
standard of oligarchy. Theophrastus betrays no interest here in consti- 
tutional distinctions. 

More pronounced are the similarities. Both discussions take the 
form of an aporia (in Theophrastus, aKEbe/s, 38); both emphasize high 
office; both focus on high office in terms of the strategia and tamieia; 
and both discuss roughly the same criteria for selection to office. It 

appears that Theophrastus took up anew a problem raised in an 
abstract and hypothetical way by Aristotle and gave the problem wider 

expression, especially by rooting it in historical contexts. 

Fol. Br, col. I Fol. Bv, col. I 

KaCU CTreLpoV Et- 133 ToAEwv [Ka]Qa4Tp 

yat urparrlyodv Kapvrartlv Kal Kv- 

q yap Cf&ar4 Kat I35 Ovlwv' rpeLs CLev 

ovTerwSg iyaA7r yap etl rwv E'arpa- 
5 7TrXv OVKK aT0r Ka- rrlyr7KOr7Wv 7o87, 

Klas. dcAAa 8riAov, 8vo 8' EK Tr)V vE- 

co daftpfov SZ T wrEpOov KaOt- 

aTroxadeaOat Kpa- 140 arrta. tudaFara 
TLarTOV 8 E' TLS oV ev vTavT7vr7 Se 

I0 E?K TOrV PlWV Kat .L?EyarTovs av-q- 

5 In the sense of financial guardianship. 
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TqS aywyls, aMaA 
11r E?K T-7S oval- 

asg Xaa,Iavot Tfq v 

7rLaTLt, oTrp ? 

I5 7raLo <E>ia Kal Ta E- 

0 ra XpaTa'd T7S' 
roAiTedag a'ro- 

TEAE,F. SOKIE yOVV 
us E7rL To Travy .p- 

20 XatKCOTrep9 
TwV Ttfi pna{v 

vo6/oS Etvat S[l]- 
dr. ./, .a'r .y a ro KcAV'EVv av 

7roAAacK( )St TovS 

25 ad7X6(E)Lvovs r- 

ye,Lovas. OuTr 

yap 'Etra <(e >,v(Jvoas 
ovT?e HeAomrLas 

OVUTE AO V'FOEV 

30 'ItLKpar'7s Kat Xa- 

fplas EcaTpar7yr7- 
aav <a&v> ovO' ol TOV- 

TcWV ETL 7rpOTE- 

pov Kat ad/.Lvovs, 

35 ApLacr<e>t'8q Kat @e- 

JLarTOKhA77. ali- 
veral S' o v KaOo- 

Aov Trva uCaKE/Lv 

EXELV, Trvas Sft 

40 KaTa TrAoVrov KaOt 

4oa C 'v 40a [p?fv T7 KaYT 

apETr1v] ,ovov 

7 rAXoOvov. Ev 

kev yap T7) Tau.t- 

ela, KaOa7Tep Z- 

col. II 
45 prlraL, Tas ovalas 

T tpovcr el Es 

voL,uobvAaKtav 
77 Tlva TOtaVT?7V 

eTEpav StKaLo- 

50 avv7rs SEL, rrpos 

KEWV KatLOVS, Ov 

fLrv ada cKa Eav 
145 aAr)A TOtavT avUy- 

KaTaL<E> <tKTOS ' O- 

! t 

?Jlo(S rals BAl- 

KlatLS Aey.9OLevats 
a,La Koa,ucLv Ka 

150 a/,ua Taog aK/JC,al 

SovvaFctv 7TrapXEtv, 
oloy EV T7, yv- 

I,vaaLapX(E)La' Tov- 

TO yap ov KaKws 

155 ot aL povLEVOL 8vo 

TOV tLEV 7Tpeaflv- 
TEpov TOv OS YE- 

(JTEpOV, 07TW 

o ILVE evTraelav 

160 7rapeXf jiETraSt- 

oovsf, o oe aVTOS 

avva7ToovdojLE- 
vos jyeIVov y(e)l- 

V7qTra TCIV 7TO- 

v65 vwv. ov yap 6S'Kal- 
ov adL(ca) ToavTa 

Tr7v avTrjv AaT[p]elE- 
av wXEL' adE o- 

TEpw>V SE -q E7T(E)L- 

T pov aAAag rpo- 

ap :at Tvp, 
175 AovT. rTs ' ILEl- 

col. II 

-T7)y(E)'aS ? E'XP7-. 

aTOTd ya oEt 9 AT) 

180 TraTapX7crags Jrl- 

oS cyXap)uraasp 
evOvg EtrTa earpa- 

T7ryrlUE. Tar&s .L [V], 
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or arpaTrryiav 
Kal TrOV ;e., Ka 

rd>v ev rr0AE1 

KVupa[v] 7Tpos rn a- 

55 peT7' Kai XOPryl- 
av EXE K v, av ExEtv Kav7rv, 
E7St 6 7TptTOV, WoS 

ELp7TracL, T77Yv u- 

7Treplav. Kal EcaT 

60 T^p[l]a ra Tra Tepl ra 

apXas apETrn, KT7)- 

aUt dapKovaa, 9po- 

v7rl,s-TrO yap Trs 
, , I 

EvvoLaS KOLVOV- 

65 .'iv ra uev ovo 

[]E Ta7rdaatS, Ta Se 

7TcS (povr,a,- T779 c,bpO V cE- 

wsg lStoTepOV EV 

eviats, avayKato- 
70 TaTrov 8' ev Trats IE- 

yl7aats- Kal apKE[t] 

Y. f 1N O, ., 
,> ,\ 

els daucL) AEc- 

rovuoa ayaoa 
75 yap c..s 7rf T9 VoXAV 

T Elf&SElV Kal apt- 

Ta[a] .K. KatpoVs 

yv[v]t[] nap' aAAo 

(laO a[tp]ElcOatL [ola] 
80 Tr1v evuoltptav 

Kal T77V oUvaJuv. 

EVLOt (S 7TpOS Oa- 
,vtot 

' 
, pOd- 

TEpa, aarovs apl- 
a7rOVS yap Kplvov- 

85 tv, ol 8E rTAElrTOt 

Kat Xelptarra fSov- 
Aev06LEVOL Tpos 

m7v ovalav. aAr?- 
col. IIl 

O?s (SE, o7TEp EAE- 

90 XOr rTpdOTEpov, 
CS atl pLv Eoov- 

co e4[8]o6E, adva7rE[t]- 

I85 pacrOat XP7 ) 7rpoe- 

pov, Trais v [r]a- 
Ta ovoov EVEKa' 

[Tr]'[T]-y y[dp] 7rj o[C]a[O6]- 
aeL oy r7 poaoo. - 

I90 aavTa [e]r7TroYoy 7' - 
7rap [T]?[t] Kal tlo- 

TLIOdTepOV rra[p]a- 

.KE[V]aC.e[t] ,7pO[S] [[reZ]- 

pav L da r[a]S [0]a?tLE 
I95 TrOv IxEtLtOVv , 

07rep 7)V Kat E 'H- 

?TElpC), 8La T7,v .Lg- 
vr)V. rTOVTOV S 

EK TCV eAaTTr- 
200 .yov adpXcv 7 r.cov 

,7 S A LELOVS% ETt, Tasg Et ovg 

d4optucOrtcay 

K[at Ev] y6o[flco evta- 

[x]ov 8a[E adv]EA[Eaoa[t] 
205 Ka <Od a>Vp y P W- 

KEV(LV' TOVU yap 

aTrpaTrr7yov Ka- 

OtarTadLV EK [rT6]v 
7TEqvAap [X])KO'TC70V 

210 Ka [l] TeTrC.AteVKO- 
TCOV. XP7) 

' 
S,AOS 

ovSeya avapXgv 
a[]pxE? Es v 

d/30vAEVTOV, s- 

215 7TEp ev A/J3fpaKtla. 

Xop71Y <e >t yap JA[aoOat] 

col. III 
TEpWV. E(l 06 87 

, , , , A ,rr7oT 7T avTrw7 7 r[o]- 
[Ar] Ela, OEt otv f 

a,l ad.vpa ro.\o[v] 

K* tC0Xk`v0 
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cos, ato SC .povq- 
rEWS KOLt OfVO- 

95 TrrToS, atl 8e E&- 

fEA<E?X>laS Kal ltap,o- 

T?7TOS,s V iX1(T- 

Tvy r, olov 7Tps E- 
Kacra vopL pev 

I00 ov pa&Sov KaTa- 

VEILtv' avTovs 

SC SoK,Jldlaov- 
Tas alpeciaal XP71 
rovS CrTIs < >(E)fO- 

105 TaTovs', E7EL 8E 

Evtat, Kaa7Trep 

CAxe0'X, Katl E7TEL- 

plas SEovTra, 7rpos 
TavTas opous e- 

IIO XE& TO 7rapa!ev- 

yvvvat Tivas ade 
TCOV VECOTEpOYv, 

oTa wap Tatseov - 

Tai rapa TOWV EUSo- 

II 15 TCUV ftr8leV XeC- 
pOV SLOlKOVULE- 

VC.V TrWV Tr 
,\ e 

ToAnES, O7TEp 

Kat wAyvwv 7rOTr 
I20 avve/ov'AevEv 

ASBrvaloLs J7T(e) 

TCrv CrTpaTrrywv 

wTapaScel'tyypa XP7- 

Caduevos riC 1TE- 

I25 pti T Kvv7ryeata' 
Kat yap eKEL aKV- 

AaKa;s CE` rrapept- 
flahAev acl Tovs' 

fcLAOKVv?jyOVS'. 
130 XpV-Tact S Kal vvv 

EVLOL TOWV OI.OTa- 

KTiDV EAarTovcov 

225 [d&]ra[{a]7rdaav <dtiov > avc- 

[Lrl] TpoaapXe v 
TraS feytaTaa ap- 

Xas, oLov Kal ev 

T[ I, p;1, Kay i 
230 VTrporpov, Kal ev 

KapXr7s8ot faaL- 

AEvraal Kal arpa- 
n-yr7aaL' EK TOV- 

TrOv yap 7 yEpov- 
235 Tia Trap' av'rols 7r[v] 

adiA yap iaCOw av- 
TOl 1fV OVX fT- 

TOV a/ta TrI aPX7r 

[TL])V eXovamv 
240 ra [vvv]. itl 8S EV t- 

[EPOts] qfarraOV- 
TaL. TrovO 7TEIpa- 
TEOV dvaTp7ETtEV. 

~8[KEl] 8& EXEtV O 

245 [Etlp7rp]vy[osg] Trtiry 
ca. . . TAC. . ae Lai[?EtV] 
TC [y ] a[AAa Kai] To acvEy- 

[KA7r-o]v flS' a ,KOl- 
ya StarqpeLv, Ws 

250 Aogyov daroMoLv- 
TES' TptaKOVTae- 
rc^ 8exO.8aovra~, 

ab' a 8aT<(E)>LVWcal av. 

gQ yap fea'Tt TOV 
255 erTracrU.TleVOV 

V7TO TjS 7ToAEWS 

aPX(E)LKe3)s ovOev 
8vvaFLevOV Ov- 

'r eaETatv oure 
260 KOAdAaELV Kal Ka- 

Ta7rAriTreaOa 
TroV adhovs TO 

EaVTW TL OaVVEL- 

8o7da OAavpov 
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40-40a Kal [dpErc)v q Kar'] Oliver; 50 sic interpunxit D. M. Lewis; 
54 Kvpla[v] D. M. Lewis, Kvpla cod.; 78 caAAo[v] Aly; 98 Cx0taTos 

Aly; 128 rrapEufldAAELv? 13 r&Tv [V]o'd/t Sbordone; I45 dAAM2 
rotavTr Aly; I66 ravTra Croenert; ravTa<s> sc. Tas pXs Aly; 
167 4aqXoAtav Croenert; 171 sLa0ErECew voluit Croenert; 246-7 
aa[Kiv] rad e[7r]0,Juuara [K]a[t 8ta] TO dvey- Sbordone 

Br: Translation 

... and the general is inexperienced; in this case the damage is also 

great but it does not stem from cowardice. But it is clear that people 
should aim at both; it is best if one gains trust from his life and up- 
bringing and not from his wealth-education and good customs of 
the State accomplish this. At any rate, it seems in general that the 
law based on census-classes is rather old-fashioned, since it would have 
frequently blocked genuine leaders. For neither Epaminondas nor 
Pelopidas nor, from Athens, Iphikrates and Khabrias would have been 
generals, nor would those still earlier than these and better, Aristeides 
and Themistokles. 

In general, it seems to be worth investigating which offices should 
be qualified by wealth and virtue or by virtue alone or by wealth. 
For in filling the office of treasurer, as has been said, they look at 
wealth; for the guardianship of the laws or another similar office, 
there is a need for justice; for the generalship, whether it control 
external matters or matters within the State, the candidate should 
have adequate financial resources in addition to virtue, and thirdly, 
as was said, experience. And these are the three criteria for office: 
virtue, sufficient wealth and practical wisdom (loyalty is predicated of 
all offices). Of these, the first two are necessary for all offices, while 
practical wisdom, especially appropriate for some offices, is essential 
for the highest ones. And in a way it is sufficient if they honestly look 
at both qualifications, for these are generally good at perceiving 
things and are best at recognizing critical moments (as opposed to 
other qualifications): as a result, they choose candidates for their good 
fortune and ability. Some look at one of the two qualifications, for 
they select the best citizens, but most people and those who deliberate 
worst look at wealth. 

It is true, as was said before, that some offices especially require 
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trustworthiness, some practical wisdom and cleverness, some diligence 
and sheer boldness-distasteful as this may be-what sort of a person 
to assign by law to each duty is difficult. It is necessary that those 
who scrutinize candidates choose the most suitable. 

Since some offices, as was said, also require experience, it is a good 
idea always to attach some of the younger men so that they may be 
trained by those who have knowledge, without detriment to the ad- 
ministration of the State. This is what Hagnon once advised the 
Athenians in the case of generals, using as an example what happens in 
hunting. For there, he said, lovers of the chase always put in pups. 
Some of the well-governed smaller states now use [this practice], like 
Karystos and Kythnos. For they appoint three from those who have 
already served as general and two from the younger men. In this 
office, especially, the most critical situations necessarily arise; moreover, 
if another similar office be a mixture [i.e., of young and old], in the 
same way, with the ages as described, there must at once be good order 
and efficiency tied to physical primes, as in the gymnasiarchy. In 
this instance, they do not err who select two men, one older, one 
younger, so that the former may provide discipline by his participa- 
tion, the latter, himself stripping down with the rest, may be the leader 
of the physical exercises. It is not right that both should have the same 
physical work, but the supervision should be shared. Good... is 
required. 

A man who is going to hold higher offices should first hold lower 
ones, as was said in the case of the generalship. It is strange if a person 
who has not served as taxiarch or phylarch then immediately became 
general. Some offices, as it seemed, should be attempted earlier, 
others last for two reasons. With this arrangement, it makes the 
person who expects [to hold office] intensely eager and more ambitious 
for the attempt because of the placing of the higher offices or, as used 
to be the case in Epirus, because of the delay. In some places, as in 
Phokis, it is necessary legally to select this man from the lower offices or 
from the offices marked off as leading to the higher. [In Phokis] they 
appoint generals from former phylarchs and treasurers. In general, 
no one should hold [higher] office, without having served at least as 
bouleutes, as in Ambrakia. For it is always useful to elect someone 
who has had experience of public affairs along with the younger men. 
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If ever the State depends upon him, it is necessary always for a 
man... to hold the highest offices, as in Argos (although it was not 

legal before) and in Carthage to hold the offices of king and general, 
for the senate at Carthage consisted of these officials. But perhaps 
they have no less honor now along with their office. They still... 
The attempt should be made to overthrow this... (254) to whatever 
offices they aim at. For it is not right for a person under indictment 

by the State with no official power to investigate nor to punish and 

frighten others, a person conscious of his own fault. 

Commentary 

7. da Loolv: the reference is to Et,rretpla and (inferred from KaKla, 5) 

aperqj (Sbordone 276) or avspeda. 
I4. 7r rtv: Aristotle, Pol. 6.I322A32-34, says that it is especially those 

offices concerned with the safety of the city and with war which 

EL7Tretplas Kal 7rlarecws eovrat rroAAXrs. For the distinction of duties 
into ra ;eco and ra Ev rj wrrodhL, cf. 51-53 below. 

18-28. The disparagement of wealth over against other criteria is 
consonant with Theophrastus' dictum (schol. Plato, Laws 6.63 I) that 
OL KaKol as well as ot' dyaOol can have rrhovTros. 

27-36. With this collection of names,6 we move into a theme of 
fictionalized biography: the man who achieves (military and) political 
success in spite of his poverty. The theme perhaps began with 
Aeschines' of Sphettus treatment of Aristeides,7 but has little historical 

6 They are found together elsewhere. Poverty; Aristeides, Phocion, Epameinondas, 
Pelopidas, Lamakhos, Socrates, Ephialtes (Aelian, VH 2.43): continence; Aristeides, 
Phokion, Phormion, Epameinondas (Athen. Io.4I9a); Aristeides, Epameinondas 
(Front., Strat. 4.3.5-6). 

7 Cf. Wilamowitz, Aristoteles und Athen I.I60 note 5 and H. Dittmar, Aeschines von 
Sphettos= Philologische Untersuchungen 2I (Berlin 1912) 206-7. The tradition of Aris- 
teides' poverty was at least assisted if it did not originate in the story that Socrates had 
two wives, one Myrto the granddaughter of Aristeides, whom dvaAaflo'vT X7)pevovaav 
8La Trevlav Kat rtov avayKalwv ev8EOulevrqv (Plut., Vit. Arist. 27.2): cf. J. W. Fitton, 
"That was no lady, that was. ..," CQ n.s. 20 (I970) 56-66, L. Woodbury, "Socrates 
and the daughter of Aristides," Phoenix 27 (I973) 7-25 and P. Bicknell, "Sokrates' 
Mistress Xanthippe," Apeiron 8 (I974) I-5. For the Aristeides-legend in general, 
cf. I. Calabi Limentani, "Aristide il Giusto. Fortuna di un Nome," Rend. Ist. Lomb. 
Cl. di Lett. 94 (1960) 42-67. It is interesting to note that Theophrastus was apparently 
unaware of or chose to ignore the attempt of Demetrios of Phaleron (fr. 95 Wehrli) to 
refute, by using historical data, this aspect of the biographical tradition. 
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support. Epameinondas' poverty was avvr7Qrs' KatL Tdrpta8 and Iphi- 
crates was of humble origins,9 although he was later described as 
7roAAa Kr-qtxara KEKT7rr/EVOS.Io Pelopidas was wealthy,I and Themis- 
tokles,I2 Aristeides and Khabrias were of more than comfortable 
circumstances.13 

42-46. Aristotle, Ath. Pol. 8.I (with 47.1), used a law of Solon to 
the effect that treasurers were KArpcUproi EK TrevTaKocotLe3SLt,Lvcov to 

prove that Solon has introduced sortition into the election process at 
Athens. 

55. Xopryla in the metaphorical sense of " adequate material wealth" 
is a coinage of Aristotle: cf. Nic. Eth. IO.II78A24 and, for the verb, 
Pol. 7.1323B41. 

58-59, 66-68. For the connection between empeiria and phronesis see 
P. Aubenque, La Prudence chez Aristote (Paris 1963) 58-59. He 
defines empeiria as "ce savoir vecu plus qu'appris, profond parce que 
non deduit, que nous reconnaissons a ceux dont nous disons qu'ils 
'ont de l'experience.' 

64. etvoias: Aristotle had used thlAla, for which Theophrastus sub- 
stituted the more technical term; cf. SIG 4, pp. 363-364. 

68. I8tcorpov: for the phrase, cf. Pol. 3.I277B25-6: Se opo6vrqals 
apXovroS tStOS aperr) 17ovr). 

73-74: cf. Pol. 2.I273A29-30: atpoivrac yap elS tvro ravra (sc. 
dpeTr7 and TrrAh oo) AflATrovTr; 4.1293B14-15: 7 rroAlTetla Jf3AEreL EL 

TE 7rAovrov KrA. 

77. KaLpovs: cf. I43 below and Theophrastus' work, HIoALtLKa Trpo 
rovs Katpovs (Diog. Laert. 5.45). 

93-95. On the connection between phronesis and deinotes, cf. Nic. 
Eth. 6. I44A27-28: 8St Kat arovs' povYI'ovs Kal rravovpyovs batkLv 
etvat and the remarks of Aubenque 61-62. 

8 Plut., Vit. Pel. 3.2. 
9 Plut., Mor. i86 f; Ar., Rhet. I.I367BI8. Cf. J. K. Davies, Athenian Propertied 

Families 600-300 B.C. (Oxford 1971) 248-52. 
1O Dem. 21.62. 
" Vit. Pel. 3. : TpaeL's 8e ev ovala LEyaAn Kal arapaXAaLcEv E<TI VEos AaLrrpov o KOV. 

Plutarch adds (3.2-3) that Pelopidas shared the poverty of Epameinondas. 
12 The relative lack of wealth attributed to Themistokles may have its origin in the 

story (not believed by Plutarch, Vit. Them. 2.6) that he had been disinherited by his 
father: again the story can be traced to Aeschines Socraticus (P. Oxy. I3.1608, fr. 4). 

I3 Cf. Davies 2II-20, 560-61, 48-53. 
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95-96. For Plato, Polit. 3 IIA8, tratodrgjs, qualified (rts) and tempered 
with moderation, is one of the essential qualities of the statesman. 

I o- I. TapaEVyvv;vaL: for the meaning "cooperative activity" 
see P. Ryl. 237, line 4. In Plato, Laws 6.760BC, the agronomoi coopt 
younger men for service. 

I 18-29. In the last quarter of the fifth century, there were complaints 
about (comparatively) young men in high political positions.14 The 

phrase points to public discussion, and Oliver 118 suggested that 

Hagnon's remark was made with specific reference to Alcibiades. On 
the eve of the Sicilian expedition, Nicias also made a pointed reference 
to Alcibiades' youth.'5 

I47-49. For related language, cf. Pol. 7.I33 IA35-3 8: EI' 8' av Evixapts 
o TO7TOSx, El Kat Ta yvpuva(cna TW)V 7TpeavrepcPWv eXOL r7jV 7raCLV 

evravOa. 7TpeW7TL yap O7q)p77UGaI KaTa Tas ^AWlaKtas Kal rorov rov 

KOafLOV. 

I50. For Aristotle the physical aK/L7 occurred between the ages of 
30 and 35: Rhet. 2.I390B8-IO. 

I56-70. For a plurality of gymnasiarchs, cf. J. Oehler, RE 7.I969- 
2004. The situation envisaged here is probably best paralleled in 
those poleis which had a yvtvacrapXos alongside a vTrroyvpavaaiapXos 

(Oehler 1976). A division of duties and responsibility is sometimes 

implied, as in IG IV 753.7-8 (Troezen, saec. IV ante), in which both 
officials are honored, the first for his [arrov8av Tcows] ra el[s] Td 
yvlvacdnov EVTaKT[a rrol. Cf. also IG XII7 235.25 (Amorgos), where 
the hypogymnasiarch is responsible for the inscription of a stele carry- 
ing a decree in honor of the gymnasiarch. 

I66. rav'ra: Sbordone 278 translates: "non sarebbe giusto infatti 
che queste due mansioni richiedessero lo stesso tirocinio." He does 
not, however, cite any parallels for Aarpia = tirocinio. Aly's sugges- 
tion ravta[s] sc. -ras apXas' is attractive, if a distinction is intended 
along the line of gymnasiarch/hypogymnasiarch. 

I4 Cf. Eupolis Demoi, fr. Ioo Kock: 

Kal /JL?]KET, ova' MATLtad8r Kal 17epl'KAes, 
Eaoar' aPXELV LELpaKLCL LYvov',EVa, 
ev TOlY a(Vpolv `AKovTa 're)v arpaTrylav, 

and W. R. Connor, The new Politicians offifth-century Athens (Princeton 1971) I47-49. 
I5 Thuc. 6.12.2: VECLwepos cWV eTL eS TO apXELv; cf. 5.43.2: avrlp TALKLa Pt,v ETL tOTE 

cV vEOS. 
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I69-70. For ETvuAeELta used of cooperative responsibility in education, 
cf. Pol. 8.I337A29-30: 7 

' 
m 7T/LAch a 7TwrVKEV eKaaTrov lopIov 

fIPX7TEV 7TpOS9 rTv TOV ) OAOv crmtEELav. 
i80. According to F. Gschnitzer, RE Supplb. I.Io087, the office 

of phylarch at Athens "nicht selten die erste ehrgeizig erstrebte Stufe 
einer Laufbahn die-ohne strenge Regeln natiirlich-im allgemein iiber 
die Hipparchie zur Strategie emporfiihrt." 

226. 7rpocrdpXELv is not found elsewhere in the active voice: 

perhaps "to hold one office in addition to another." 
229-30. An alternative intepretation: "even if he has not held 

office before." 
23I-33. We assume that Theophrastus refers to the tenure of the 

kingship and the strategia by one man.I6 This practice was irregularI7 
and is not attested after the fourth century. 

The information that one senate at Carthage was composed of 
former holders of these offices is new and may help to clarify a confused 
situation.'8 Aristotle (Pol. 2.I272B34-73AI5) mentions three colle- 

giate bodies at Carthage, a gerousia, a board of one hundred and four, 
and pentarchies: no other source mentions the last two, at least by 
those names. For the third century, Polybius (Io.I8.I) distinguishes 
between a larger (ovyKAcA7ros) and a smaller (yEpovaoa) body. The 

question is with which of these bodies Aristotle's body is to be identi- 
fied. Gsell opted for the larger body, with the argument that Aris- 
totle would scarcely have omitted so important a council in his 
discussion of the Carthaginian constitution. This identification can be 
squared with the present passage only if we assume that Aristotle's 
gerousia and Theophrastus' gerontia are different groups. Some support 
for this is Livy's description of the smaller group (which at the time 
was composed of at least thirty members) as principes seniorum (30. 6.3). 

The obvious alternative to this reconstruction is that no identification 
is possible because of changes in the political system at Carthage after 
the fourth century. 

16 Cf. Aristotle, Pol. 2.I273B8-9: 'aviAov 
8' av 8oELIev Kal rTO TArXovs adpXas TOV 

avrov apXELv, o7Trp eV8OKiIIEl trapda ros Kapxr8qov'tos. Aristotle does not specify 
the offices involved. 

'7 Instances are listed in S. Gsell, Histoire ancienne de l'Afrique du Nord (Paris 1918) 
2. 99 note 7. 

18 The best treatment is still that of Gsell 2.202-26. 
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241. In approving Aly's restoration, Oliver 118 remarked. "This, 
it seems to me, is a definite allusion to the secret nocturnal meetings 
(avaclrlta) of the Carthaginian Council in the Temple of Eshmun, 
whence was exerted a tyrranical control over the entire state." The 
avacrlra, however, probably "comprised the whole citizen-body," I9 
and nocturnal meetings of the Senate at the temple may not have 
occurred on a regular basis: only Livy refers to them and only twice 

(41.22.2; 42.24.3). 

I9 Newman ad Pol. 2.I272B33. 
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